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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


We fancied the Apprenticeship Clause was ancient 
history, and not likely to be re-instated in the list 
of practical veterinary politics. It appears, how- 
ever, in one of the Candidate’s addresses which we 
publish this week. Moreover, it appears with 
the suggestion that its advantages are so well recog- 
nised that there is nothing to say on the other side 
—a suggestion we cannot accept. 

The apprenticeship clause is simply compulsory 
pupilage, and the whole argument in its favour may 
be stated as follows :— 

“Experience of actual veterinary practice is 
necessary to every practitioner; the schools do not 
afford this experience ; therefore all candidates for 
the diploma should be required to produce a cer- 
tificate of having passed a term of pupilage with a 
practitioner.” In these three sentences is contained 
every argument which can be advanced ; and we 
venture to say a weaker chain of reasoning cannot 
well be found. That some experience of veterinary 
practice is necessary, no one will deny. A man 
who has seen none will make a very sorry figure if 
he obtain his diploma and start practice. But how 
is such a man to get the diploma? We now have a 
practical examination to actually test the candidates’ 
ability to diagnose, to operate, and to prescribe. 
If this test fails to detect a man’s ignorance of 
practice, how can a certificate of pupilage guard 
against it? Thesecond statement—that the schools 
do not afford this experience—is denied. Professor 
Pemberthy has published facts showing that at one 
school, the horses examined, the cases treated, and 
the operations performed far exceed in number those 
of all but the very largest private practices. Every 
school has a clinique, and its practice includes all 
animals, Many practitioners devote themselves 
entirely to the horse, others to dogs, and some to 
cattle jand sheep. Is the practice of every prac- 
titioner likely to afford as much experience as that 
obtainable at a veterinary school ? Certainly not. 
iiven the average practitioner cannot afford any- 
thing approaching to the practical experience offered 
by any school. Of course no school teaches or pro- 
fesses to teach some of the experience obtainable by 
the pupil in a private practice. Business tact, 
knowledge of men and affairs, book-keeping, prac- 
tical pharmacy (separate from therapeutics) are 
subjects only to be learnt in practice. They are 
desirable, but the Body Corporate does not examine 
on them, any more than it does on horsemanship, 
manners, or morals, 

No one disputes the great value ofa voluntary 
pupilage with a good practitioner, In such a case 
the man goes with the purpose of learning, and 
selects a master and a practice likely to give him 
the experience he wants. Compulsory pupilage 
would be undertaken merely to obtain the certificate, 
and choice would not seldom lead to the selection 
of a place where that could be most easily obtained. 


To make compulsory pupilage of any value, the, 


practitioners fit to take pupils would have to be 
selected—an invidious and an impossible task. A 


certificate that a man has possessed certain oppor- 
tunities for observation is of no value, and a certifi- 
cate of pupilage cannot be made to show that he 
has used them. A compulsory pupilage has the 
superficial appearance of a stamp of proficiency bat 
it is absolutely no proof. The only test of fitness 
we can apply is to examine our candidates. If we 
then fail to separate the good from the bad, the ig- 
norant from the informed, it is our own fault, and 
either our examiners are incompetent or our ex- 
aminations are insufficient. Never can we delegate 
any portion of our duties to the private practitioner, 
who may be fit or unfit, but who is always ir- 
responsible, 


Foot and Mouth Disease has again reached our 
shores. On March 20th, the disease was detected 
in Hamburgh market amongst sheep which had come 
from Saxony. Unfortunately animals from the same 
flock had the day before been shipped to England. 
The German authorities immediately notified the 
fact to the Embassy here, and on Thursday the 21st 
the Agricultural Department of the Privy Council 
were informed of it. Our port inspectors were 
warned by telegraph, and the sheep immediately on 
landing were strictly isolated. Diseased sheep 
formed portions of cargoes sent to Hartlepool, Hull, 
Grimsby, and Deptford, numbering in all nearly ten 
thousand head. At each port every precaution was 
taken to prevent the spread of infection, and all the 
sheep have been slaughtered. Information of the 
detection of disease at the ports reached the Privy 
Council Office at mid-day on Saturday, and by four 
o’clock the order was passed and telegraphed to the 
Customs and to the German Government. 

We have probably escaped an invasion, and if so 

the Department will deserve all credit for their 
prompt and efficient action. As the infected ani- 
mals were sheep and not cattle we have not so much 
to fear from contagion being carried by human 
beings. The virus-bearing saliva which escapes 
from the mouth of the larger animal is much more 
likely to be carried than is the infective secretion 
from the foot-lesions of the sheep. It is too soon 
however to be quite certain we have prevented its 
spread. Four centres of contagion existed, and a 
week or ten days must elapse before we can safely 
congratulate the Authorities upon the success of 
their action. We have been free from this discase 
now since 1886, but the loss and trouble experienced 
during the four years anterior to that iaay well 
make agriculturists anxious. So recently as 1883 no 
less than 461,000 animals were reported as having 
been attacked by Foot-and-Mouth-Disease in one 
year, 
Germany has sent us annually over 500,000 shecp. 
For years past the importation of Cattle from 
Germany has been prohibited, but now all live stock 
from that country will be refused. 

The Netherlands is free from disease; it is not 
an importing country, and this outbreak is net 
likely to reach them. Unnecessary anxiety is 
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ARTICLES AND CASES. 


PERVIOUS URACHUS. 
By Aubert Wueattey, F.R.C.V.S., Reading. 


The difficulties I have met with in effecting a 
cure of this condition suggest my offering your 
readers the result of my experience, and asking for 
details of any better method of procedure. 

The disease is not uncommon, and I have found 
it decidedly more frequent in colts than fillies. In 
very young foals a spontaneous cure may take place, 
but never if it remain over a few days. I have 
never seen it in foals over four or five months old. 

In some cases it seems connected with the ex- 
istence of constitutional disease in the foal, and 
these are the cases in which a cure is least to be 
expected, and in which acute synovitis, causing 
lameness in the stifle joints, is a sequel to be an- 
ticipated. In the majority of cases I have however 
failed to detect any constitutional disease either of 
the foal or the dam. 

My treatment has included the use of blisters, 
adhesive plasters, and the ligature. The plasters 
are not much good, owing to the great difficulty of 
getting them to adhere firmly. Blisters 1 only use 
when the cord is broken off so close to the ring as 
not to admit the application of a ligature, and a 
moderate amount of success has attended their use. 

The ligature is what I prefer, but in some cases 
it is impossible to apply one—as, for instance, when 
a slough has followed some previous treatment. If 
the ligature is applied too tightly it causes pain and 
sloughing; if it is too loose it slips, and the opera- 
tion has to be repeated. To avoid these evils I adopt 
the following course. After securing the foal on 
its back in the position for castration, I pass a 
needle containing a portion of string through the 
cord and integument. Leaving the ends of the 
string long I have a firm hold of the parts, and am 
thus able to pull them well away from the ring. 
In cases where the cord is broken off close to the 
abdomen I pass two or three strings through the in- 
tegument in different directions, and thus raise the 
parts so as to have as much tissue as possible round 
which to tie my ligature. Before the ligature is 
applied I place a small piece of lint or flannel 
round the cord, over which I tie a ligature con- 
sisting of good stout string. This soft material 
placed between the tissues and the ligature lessens 
the chances of sloughing or slipping. Sometimes I 
have injected into the opening a solution of Nitrate 
of Silver (fifteen grains to the ounce) but have had 
just as good effects without this proceeding. 

Attention to the foal afterwards should not be 
omitted, as various complications may arise. The 
mare also must be watched for a while, as some- 
times she will spoil the whole operation by pulling 
or biting off the ligature. Any exhibition of this 
tendency is to be met by a muzzle. The most 
careful procedure is too often followed by dis- 
appointment, and I should be glad of any sugges- 
tions which would ensure greater success in the 
treatment of this troublesome condition. 





COUNCILMEN—THEIR PERSONAL FITNESS. 
By “ ScrurTineer.” 


In all that has been written as to the require- 
ments of candidates for a seat on the Council, I have 
noticed one important omission which I propose to 
attempt supplying. Various writers have discussed 
the advantages and disadvantages of having re- 
presentatives of the schools and the practitioners— 
of science and of practice. It has been argued that 
the north and the south should be represented ; that 
the town practitioner should neither swamp or be 
swamped, by the country practitioner. It seems al- 
most decided that no candidate should be elected 
who does not “show his hand” or at any rate de- 
liver himself clearly on the questions of the Dual 
Appointment, the System of Examinations, the Ninth 
Clause, and other matters of primary importance. 
This is all very well, and I quite agree that it 
is necessary for us to know what are the ideas of the 
men who offer themselves for election before we 
vote for them. The suppression of all statements 
on the part of the candidate, with the trustful 
voting of the elector, was a useful condition when 
the profession was “run” by a few wire pullers. 
That stage is past, and we now face another danger 
—that of electing men of nospecial attainments and 
no force of character, providing they express in 
more or less ambiguous phrases their acceptance of 
what the majority have apparently made up their 
minds on. We never know what circumstances 
may occur beyond those immediately provided for, 
and therefore our representatives should be men 
capable of thinking and acting for themselves—they 
should possess a personal fitness, over and above 
their acceptance of the views of the majority on one 
or two definite points. 

Age and Experience are desirable qualities in a 
Councilman. Age carries with it a knowledge of 
men and things which is absolutely necessary as a 
qualification on a governing board. Age, too, is 
some guarantee that its possessor may be relied on 
for quiet, solid work, and will not be diverted by 
every opportunity of display. Of course a man may 
be too old—there is a stage when most old men are 
incapable of embracing any new idea, and when 
progress becomes in their eyes simply disorder and 
deterioration. The number of years a man has 
existed in the world is no measure of his experience. 
Experience is the result’ of observations which have 
not only been made but have also been understood 
and remembered. If all men’s intelligence and 
opportunities were alike. experience would certainly 
be in relation to age,—-alas, they vary greatly. 

Common Sense is perhaps the most desirable at- 
tribute of a member of Council. We may have 
learning, industry, age, conduct, and all without 
common sense. Such a condition is to be avoided, 
and needs no insisting upon. ; 

Scientific Knowledge. I suppose that no one will 
deny that the representative of a profession like 
ours should possess some Scientific Knowledge. If 
only because they have the arrangement of the ex- 
aminations and appointment of examiners in their 
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hands, science should not be wanting. It may be 
said that the representatives of the schools suffi- 
ciently supply this sort of knowledge. True, but 
they also in every case represent a special interest 
which is adversely affected by our examinations 
whenever they are made a real test of knowledge. 
If scientific knowledge be represented wholly by 
teachers on the Council, and the other members be 
elected only for other attainments, we may be sure 
the teachers will have absolutely their own way in 
all matters where Science is most prominent. It 
may possibly be asserted that now, when only 
Fellows are eligible for election to the Council, we 
need have no fear of lack of this scientific sort of 
knowledge. Iam notasanguine man. I remember 
that many Fellows live who were not examined, 
and I know some who were examined that I should 
not vote for. In fact, were I not of opinion that 
Councilmen and Examiners are something like um- 
pires at cricket, men whose verdict is above appeal, 
I should————No, no, we must all allow that every 
Fellow was rigidly examined, or only selected after 
much careful and anxious study of his fitness. 

Business Capacity is a sine qua non, but I need 
not insist upon it, for if a candidate have common 
sense and experience he must have business capacity. 
Besides, whoever heard of a man ever being elected 
from amongst the practitioners who had not shown 
his business capacity by success in practice. We 
need not insist on this point. At present it holds 
the field—or perhaps more correetly — divides 
about equally with vested interests. 

A Living Interest in the profession is in my 
opinion a desirable attribute in a Councilman. It 
is barely possible for a man who has retired from 
any active work ii the profession to properly re- 
present it. He loses touch with the members, and 
especially with all the men of modern ideas. He 
may read the journals, but even then he only gains a 
second-hand notion of what is wanted, and may 
easily be misled into thinking the party who screams 
loudest is really the most powerful. I think our re- 
presentatives should be in practice, and I should 
prefer the man who also takes an active part at our 
veterinary societies—so long as he does not too 
often show his ignorance. 

There are some things we do not want. We want 
no member of Council whose strongest point is 
spitefulness, or ambition, or vanity. We want no 
‘‘ dummies ” whose movements 2nd sounds are only 
the result of the unseen action of stronger heads and 
hands. Finally, we do not want the man whose 
only pretext for being on the Council is that he has 
been there before. 








LAMENESS -IN A COW— 
WIRE IN THORACIC WALL. 
By Hucu Brac, M.R.C.V.S., East Kilbride. 


- On February 2nd, 1889, I was called to see an 
yrshire cow which had become extremely lame of 
the near fore limb, 





History.-—The animal had been noticed lame for 
four or five days and had gradually got worse. 
Seven days previously she had been put out fora 
few minutes along with her neighbours, and brought 
in again, nothing being noticed amiss until two days 
afterwards. 

Symptoms.—I found her standing with the near 
fore-limb a little forward, and slightly abducted. 
I had her loosed and turned round to walk a yard 
or two, but she would hardly put the foot down, 
carrying the shoulder forward en masse. 

After a most careful examination, though con- 
vinced that the lameness was located between the 
radius and the scapula, I could not conscientiously 
state the exact cause, seat, or nature of the lesion 
giving rise to this serious lameness. 

The only way I could make her evince pain was 
by exercising pressure with one hand on shoulder- 
joint and the other behind and to the inner side of 
the elbow-joint. ‘There was no swelling on any 
part of the limb, and I could flex or extend the 
elbow-joint without annoying her in the least. 

The conclusion I came to was, that when turned 
out seven days previously, she had possibly sprained 
some structure or structures deeply seated about the 
shoulder-joint, with perhaps some injury to the 
humerus, but there was no positive sign of either. 

Treatment.—I applied a cantharidine blister over 
the shoulder-joint, extending it towards the elbow. 
I again visited on February 15th, and found that a 
great amount of exudation had taken place all round 
the elbow-joint, fixing it; the swelling being 
greatest and most painful towards the inside, where, 
the owner informed me, the swelling began. She 
was now suffering much pain, breathing quickly, 
not feeding so well, pulse quickened, temperature 
104. Great atrophy of shoulder muscles, Although 
acute inflammation was going on in and around the 
elbow-joint I was unable to attribute any cause. I 
ordered hot fomentations to be often repeated to the 
part, and an astringent lotion over it during the in- 
terval: and cover it. I also administered a saline 
drench, 

On the 28th I noticed that an abscess was 
about to burst on the external aspect of the 
joint. This, I cautiously lanced and a large amount 
of matter came away, the nature of which indicated 
that caries of the bone was going on, 

Same treatment continued, with application of 
Carbolic liniment to the sinus, on small pledget of 
tow. During the next week the swelling and pain 
were greatly reduced, but the other limb, from the 
constant strain on it, began to swell and give way, 
while sanious matter still exuded from the sinus of 
the affected limb, so much so, that on March 14th 
she was unable to get up. We then determined to 
destroy her that night, and have an investigation. 

Post Mortem.—The lower portion of the anterior 
lobe of the left lung was attached to the ribs for 
about six inches, and on attempting to break down 
the adhesions with the hand, the butcher felt some- 
thing prick his finger, this turned out to be a piece 
of wire three inches long and one-eighth thick, 
much corroded. The fibrous bands of adhesion 
were strongest in the centre of the patch, and there 
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only could the pleura, with the exudate, not be 
taken clean away from the under-lying structures ; 
that point being. as near as I could judge, im- 
mediately internal to the elbow-joint. 

The elbow-juint, while it communicated with the 
air by the sinus already mentioned, also communi- 
cated with the muscles internally by a sinus alm st 
as large, but though a strong piece of fibrous 
tissue was attached to the posterior border of the 
ril and the intercostal muscle (where the piece of 
wire was lying) the siaus was not patent through 
the intercostal muscles. The articular cartilage of 
the joint was completely ulcerated, and caries of 
the cancellous bone beneath had been going on, 
while the internal condyle of the humerus, and the 
hicipital tuberosity of the radius were much enlarged. 

All the organs were perfectly healthy, the an- 
terior lube of the left lung being a little atrophied, 
but showing no signs of hepatization. The rumen 
contained a piece of an old boot; and a part of a 
recticulum presented a reddish appearance. 

No doubt the piece of wire reached the chest by 
the ordinary method (viz., reticulum and diaphragm) 
and whilst attempting its exit from tbe chest, it 
had set up disease of the elbow-joinut, and the 
pleuritic adhesion referred to. 

lf this supposition be right, its journey would 
have been much less hurtful had it escaped three 
inches further back, and in that case the animal 
might have been alive now. 











ILIAC EMBOLISM. 
By H. Gray, M.R.C.V.S., Stratford, E. 


On February 25th last, I was requested to ex- 
amine a bay cart mare, aged five years, which my 
client had purchased on the 22nd of the same 
month; privately and without a warranty, at one 
of the City Repositories, 

I had it harnessed to a van, and it had not pro- 
ceeded 4 hundred yards before it fell lame in the 
olf hind limb, the lameness becoming worse after 
going a few yards further; also there was profuse 
perspiration, roaring, and extreme dyspnoea—the 
dyspnoea lasting about two hours after resting the 
mare, After it had rested about six hours and had 
covled down, it was trotted quite fifteen minutes be- 
fore the lameness again became manifest. ‘The symp- 
toms noticed before the lameness were sluggishness, 
kuuckling over at the fetlock now and again; then 
the limb became rigid, neither the hock nor the 
fetlock being flexed or extended, so that the limb 
uppeared longer than its fellow, the foot being put 
tlat down and occasionally being dragged along the 
vround like a piece of wood held perpendicularly. 
Signs of paralysis began to appear, and the exercise 
was not carried further. The leg, which felt 
warm—and of the same temperature as its fellow 
before exertion—was now icy cold; the vena 
saphena was empty, but it gradually refilled. The 
limb was now gradually flexed and held up after it 
had rested a few minutes. The fetlock was en- 
larged; but there was no muscular atrophy of the 





quarter, no clonic spasms or stringhalty action. 
The animal could be backed and turned easily be- 
fore exertion. Examining the aorta and iliac ves- 
sels per rectum by pressing them with the finger, 
uneasiness—-as if suffering pain—was evinced. ‘he 
right internal iliac artery was hard and _ pulseless. 
The right external iliac artery pulsated at its an- 
terior four inches, and then it became impervious. 
There was a peculiar pulsation in the left iliac ar- 
teries indicating that the thrombus had extended 
into, but had not occluded them. 

I was not fortunate enough to have a post-mortem, 
as the owner exchanged the mare for another un- 
sound horse belonging to a eonfrére of the first dealer. 

A remarkable symptom in this case—as in the 
case I recorded in The Veterinary Journal of Novem- 
ber, 1888—was that of roaring, which to my mind 
seemed to be due to an interference with the left 
recurrent nerve, caused by the tumultuous action of 
the heart, though I did not find laryngeal muscular 
degeneration in the previous case. This case I ] avo 
recorded not because of its rarity, but to show that 
the exertion horses are put to at Repositories is in- 
sufficient to detect some cases of this lameness, It 
would appear that it is induced more quickly by 
exercising in a van, &c., than by simple trotting. 

I was told on good authority that a dealer sold a 
horse affected with “embolic” lameness, to a ve- 
terinary surgeon, practising in London, who did not 
find out his mistake until after he had parted with 
his money, when a gang of low dealers congratulated 
him on having made a good bargain. 

Horsemen give to this form of lameness various 
terms, as :- kidney-dropping, chinked-in-the-back, 
bobby-horse, broken-back, &c.; although they use 
these terms to indicate other diseases, as :—anky- 
losis of the spine, hoemoglobinuria, immobilité, 
megrims, &c. 








VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


WEST OF SCOTLAND VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION. ; 


A meeting of this Association was held on the 
13th inst. within The Religious Institution Rooms, 
Buchanan Street, Glasgow. Archibald Robinson. 
Esq., F.R.C.V.S., Greenock, was unanimously elected 
president for the ensuing year. Upon taking the 
chair, and after other ‘preliminary business of the 
Association was transacted, he called upon Mr. 
William Anderson, F.R.C.V.S., Glasgow, to give 4 
few interesting cases which he had recently met 
with in practice. After a few introductory remarks 
Mr. Anderson proceeded to relate the following. 
Case I, 

On the 21st January last, a lorry horse belonging 
to Messrs. J. & J. G. Scott, Crown Colour Works, 
was brought to my forge for the purpose of having 
a shoe removed, the horse being lame in the nes! 
hind limb, and the carter thinking that the shoe 
was the cause of lameness. The blacksmith failing 
to get the horse to mean the foot, I was asked tu 











eee 


a ETOP TE 


March 30, 1889.] 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 465 





examine the limb, and after doing so carefully, I 
failed to discover any apparent cause for the lame- 
ness. I gave orders for the shoe to be again put on, 
and as the horse at this time was not very lame I 
sent him to work. After going about a mile with 
the empty lorry he however dropped exceedingly 
lame, and was with difficulty walked to the stable 
without the lorry, a distance of 14 miles. I was 
sent for, and on arriving at the stable I found the 
horse perspiring profusely, breathing heavily, very 
restless. and although often trying could not bear 
any weight on his near hind limb; pulse 100, tem- 
perature 106. I again carefully examined the limb 
but could detect nothing unusual on manipulating, 
nor could I get the animal to evince more pain on 
pressing one part or other of the limb. I adminis- 
tered a purge, and prescribed hot fomentation to 
affected limb and hot bags across the loins, and gave 
fever medicine, viz., Nitrate of Potass and Tinct. 
Aconite put in a pailful of cold water and placed in 
the manger before him so that he might take it at 
will. Next day there was little change, unless 
pulse accelerated a little, and the animal being 
duller, which of course was accounted for by the 
purgative medicine the horse had received. The 
urine was highly coloured although not very dark, 
and was of an oily consistency. I continued the 
same treatment, with the addition of giving doses 
of Hyposulphite of Soda. Third day fever grestly 
abated, and altogether animal looked much better, 
although the extreme lameness was still present: I 
continued the same treatment. He gradually got 
better after the third day, and in about eight days 
was at work, going perfectly sound, and remained 
sound until the 11th of Feb. when I was again sent 
for. On my arrival I found the horse extremely 
lame, but this time it was in the near fore-limb, he 
was greatly fevered, and, in fact, showed similar 
symptoms to his former attack. I treated him much 
in the same way as I did before, and in about ten 
days he was sound and working, and has kept 
sound since. Now in both attacks neither heat, 
redness, nor swelling was visible, and although the 
pain was evidently excessive it was not obviously 
localized. 

Was it a nerve affection, or one of blood-vessels ? 
Case II. 

A strong cob, about 15 hands high, belonging to 
Mr. James Taylor, Contractor, Glasgow, and kept 
by him for driving purposes. Being busy however in 
the month of January last he yoked it to au ordinary 
box cart, and used it for a few days in driving rub- 
bish. It worked well enough for about a week, 
when suddenly after a morning’s work he began 
trembling and refused to feed. I was sent for, and 
on my arrival I found the animal standing in the 
stall quietly, but on being disturbed got excited, 
and violent rigours came on, which continued until 
he was left alone, pulse 80 and wiry, respiration 
normal, temperature 103, visible mucous membrane 
normal colour, disinclination to move, but when 
made to move he had the strangest gait that ever | 
saw : the two fore limbs could trot but could not 
walk, and the hind limbs could walk but could not 
trot. That no doubt is a strange definition of the 





animal’s gait, but it is explicit enough to enable 
you to understand the pesuliar symptoms presented. 
I gave a six drachm Aloetic ball and applied Acetic 
Acid and water, in equal parts, to the whole surface 
of the skin, wrapped the body in rugs, bandaged 
the legs, and kept the animal quiet. Next day the 
fever had considerably abated, and the appetite had 
partially returned but still the peculiar gait was 
present, but the animal being in a fitter state to 
move I tried him every way | could think of to get 
him to walk, but the moment he moved the tottering 
gait began. On the third day pulse and tempera- 
ture were normal and appetite weak, but still the 
peculiar gait was present. On the fourth day when 
I was on my way to visit my patient, I was sur- 
prised to meet Mr, Taylor driving him in his trap, 
apparently going perfectly sound and has kept sound 
ever since. I furmed the opinion that the cart work 
being rather heavy for him, and probably insufficient 
attention being paid to the balancing of the load, 
too much pressure was brought to fall upon his 
back, and thereby causing an effusion in vertebral 
column. Was I right ? 

Jase III. 

I was sent for one morning to examine a ‘grey 
gelding as to soundness, which Messrs. J. & J. ay, 
Shippers, Glasgow, had got from a dealer on a 
week’s approbation ; the time being up the animal 
was either to be kept or sent back to the dealer, in 
accordance with the report I gave of the animal. 
After carefully examining the animal all over and 
seeing him in all his paces, I was about to give an 
opinion that he was sound, when the stableman 
asked me to examine his hind legs minutely, I did 
so, but failed to detect any unsoundness about them. 
The stableman then said, “ wait until 1 put him into 
the stall and 1 will show you something about him.” 
When he was put into the stall the stableman passed 
his hand over the near quarter and down the pos- 
terior part of the limb, and when his hand was 
brought over the tendon Achilles he instantly picked 
up his limb and shivered, and kept his leg elevated 
for about half-a-minute. The off limb did the same 
when the tendon Achilles was touched. The 
strangest feature of the case was that it was only in 
the stall you could make him shiver. 1 of 
course condemned him as being a “shiverer” and 
he was returned to the dealer, who sold him shortly 
afterwards in an open market, and I therefore lost 
trace of him. Was it a confirmed case of “ shiver- 
ing,” or merely a transient nervous affection ? 

Case IV, 

On Sunday evening last, I was asked to see a cow 
belonging to Mr. Richard Stewart, Heathfield Farm, 
When I arrived I found the animal in an excited 
condition. Her pulse was a little accelerated and 
her temperature was rather less than normal, she 
was about seven days calved, breathing normal, no 
inclination to feed, in fact, since she had come into 
the owner’s possession, which was only a fortnight, 
some days she would feed ravenously and other days 
sparingly. The prominent symptom however ob- 
servable, was a constant biting or snapping at 
everything or anything which came her way. A 
sack was placed in the trough to prevent her in- 
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juring her mouth, and this she would pick up, 
shake, and drop again several times in the minute. 
When I went up jto her head she instantly caught 
my coat sleeve with her mouth, and snapped and 
worried at a stick I had in my hand; she would bite 
her own shoulders and legs, and would not remain 
at rest for a single moment. During the day the 
owner had given her a large dose of Epsom Salts 
and Treacle, and also a pint of raw Linseed Oil. 
1 frankly confessed that 1. had never seen a similar 
case, but that 1 thought it might be a form of 
“ staggers,” originating from the stomach, and see- 
ing she had got a strong dose of purgative medi- 
cine, and not anticipating any immediate serious 
result, | left without prescribing anything further 
than warmth and comfort to the animal, promising 
to call next ‘morning. This would be about eight 
o’clock at night, and the owner before {retiring to 
bed saw her about ten o’clock, she was then in the 
same condition. He went into the byre again 
about two o’clock in the morning and found her 
lying dead, with her head stretched back against 
the trevis and her body under the cow standing 
next to her. Iwas certainly greatly surprised when 
I called next mornlng to learn the state of affairs, 
but I determined not to lose the opportunity of 
making a careful “autopsy” on the case. I ac- 
cordingly sent the knacker’s cart out for the carcase, 
giving strict instructions to the man to be careful 
not to injure the carcase in any way while putting 
it into the cart. Meeting my friend Mr. Peddie, 
F.R.C.V.S., and relating the case to him, he kindly 
arranged to accompany me to the knacker’s yard to 
make a post-mortem examination on the animal : 
the following is what we found :— 

Stomach and other contents of abdomen perfectly 
healthy, unless the fourth stomach, which was 
slightly congested ; brain and spinal cord healthy, 
but the coverings of the cerebrum and cerebellum 
‘were congested ; heart gorged with blood and lymph, 
partioularly the right side; both lungs congested, 
particularly the left ; trachea, bronchial tubes, and 
sinaller air tubes full of frothy serous fluid ; throat. 
trachea, and bronchial tubes extensively congested 
and ecchymosed. Death was evidently brought 
about by asphyxia. What caused it? Was it 
stomach, staggers, or hydrophobia. 

The CHarRMAN was inclined to think Case I. was 
one of a nervous character like “Sciatica.” He 
also thought that in Case II. the peculiar gait 
would be due to some pressure on the Cerebellum ; 
and that Case 1V, would be a case of ‘“ Rabies.” 

Mr. Maccrecor, Govan, thought that Case I. re- 
sembled Thrombus, and that the symptoms in Case 
1V. might have arisen from the congested state of 
fourth stomach. 

Mr, Arex. Brown, Holyton, related two cases of 
Rabies he had had in cows, clearly traceable to 
bites from a rabid dog, and both animals presented 
similar symptoms to those of Case IY, 

Mr. Pottie, Paisley; Mr. Peddie, Cathcart ; Mr. 
Constable, Inchture; and others expressed their 
vpinions on the various cases. 

Mr. Ruruerrorp, Edinhurgh, related a peculiar 
case of Glanders, and a lively discussion followed 





upon many interesting points in that insid‘ous 
disease (particularly that of spontaneous origin) in 
which most of the members joined. 
A vote of thanks to the Chairman brought a 
highly instructive and interesting meeting to a close, 
James Weir, Hon. Sec. 








THE CENTRAL VETERINARY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 


An ordinary general meeting of the above Society 
was held at the First Avenue Hotel, Holborn, on 
Thursday, March 7th. Mr. Alfred Broad (the 
president) occupied the chair, and there were 
present twenty Fellows of the Society and visitors. 

Letters and telegrams of apology for non-attend- 
ance were received from Professor Walley, and 
Messrs. H. Withers and James Simpson. 

Mr. F. W. Stanley, M.R.C.V.S., was. nominated 
for Fellowship of the Society. 

The discussion was resumed on the President's 
essay upon the troubles of the Colon. 

Mr. Mutvey in re-opening the discussion, said he 
would first of all say that he was entirely in accord 
with Mr. Hunting’s remarks that it was almost im- 
possible to distinguish during life between the 
various diseases that the colon was affected with. 
He was also of opinion that twisted colon ‘seldom 
or never occurred as the result of the animal’s own 
rolling. He had proved this over and over again. 
Only the other day he had a case of a heavy cart- 
horse in acute pain; after administeriag medicine, 
the horse was turned into a loose box and allowed 
to roll about as much as he liked, he threw himself 
into every imaginable position, and if it had been 
possible for the horse to have twisted the colon, or 
to have caused displacement as the result of rolling . 
it must have happened in this case. His practice 
was, immediately after administering medicine to 
take off the halter, turn the animal into a roomy 
loose box and allow him to lie down or have a good 
roli, and he never found it caused any harm, on the 
contrary, he believed that horses very often relieved 
themselves in that way. Occasionally at the re- 
quest of a client he had had a poor animal tied up 
by the head, until death had put an end to its suffer- 
ings, post-mortem revealed that there was twisted 
intestines, thus proving that rolling had nothing 
whatever to do with it: The President, in his paper, 
touched upon the vexed question as to whether 
horses really sucked in and distended themselves 
with wind. He for one did not believe they ever 
did. Hundreds of horses were continually standing 
windsucking, as it was called, but how small a per- 
centage of windsuckers were subject to tympanitis ; 
and when tympanitis was present he was of opinion 
that it was the result of fermentation. Most wind- 
suckers. as they knew, were greedy feeders, they 
bolted their food and then started sucking again at 
anything they could get hold of. One speaker, Mr. 
Shaw, stated that ponies rarely suffered from twisted 
colon. He could not agree with him. At one time 
he had charge of a great many ponies, and had made 
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post-mortems in a great number of cases, and over 
and over again he found twisted intestines. He did 
not really see why ponies should not suffer in this 
way as well as horses. With regard to treatment he 
could not agree with the President. He scarcely 
thought that four ounces of Sulphate of Magnesia 
had any effect on the bowels at all, it acted more as 
a diuretic. As to Tincture Opii in two drachm 
doses he did not believe such quantities had any 
effect whatever, in fact, he had almost given up 
the use of it. In these ‘cases if it had any effect at 
all it was that of a sedative, and tended to retard 
the very action they wished to promote. He 
generally employed stimulants. 

The Presrpent then read a letter from Mr. Joseph 
Woodger expressing regret at his being absent from 
the meeting, and giving particulars of several most 
interesting cases of abdominal disorder. 

Mr. HurnDALt again insisted upon the importance 
of injecting Eserine into the blood current instead 
of simply hypodermically. In the case of impac- 
tion of the colon in an omnibus horse which he had 
treated since the last meeting, he administered 
at 4 p.m.,one grain Eserine ; as there was no action, 
he, three-quarters-of-an-hour after, administered 
another grain, this also had produced no effect by 
the next morning, so he then injected two grains of 
the drug, and within twenty minutes after, the horse 
had passed snfficient foeces to fill a two-bushel basket ; 
from that time the animal continued to do well, and 
speedily recovered. The question suggested itself 
to his mind as to why the drug did not aet at the 
first injection, and ke thought it was just possible 
he may not have succeeded in getting it into the 
jugular vein, but he was more inclined to think the 
first two doses he administered were not sufficient. 

Mr, Samson thought that puncturing the belly 
when tympanitic deserved more attention, he had 
been unfortunate himself in the use of the trochar 
in horses, but he would much like to hear the 
opinions and experience of others. As to the ques- 
tion of rolling producing twist of the intestines he 
was confident it did not, for years he had allowed 


one of the pockets of the intestine. Since the last 
meeting he had had three fatal cases of strangula- 
tion of the whole of the double colon, and in neither 
case was the horse allowed to roll. As to puncturing 
the belly, after applying the usual remedies un- 
successfully he had introduced the trochar, and in 
one case it brought about the animal’s recovery. 

Mr. Caton then exhibited a fresh specimen, viz., 
a portion of the double colon of a dray horse, the 
lumen of the intestine being entirely occluded by 
inflammatory effusion. The horse had suffered from 
abdominal pain for three or four days. ‘The usual 
treatment gave temporary relief, but as the case did 
not progress satisfactorily, and the animal was not 
of much value, it was destroyed. The horse had 
been an enormous eater all his life, but was a bad 
doer and never carried any flesh. In conclusion, 
he begged to invite Professor Pritchard to give 
the benefit of his views of this, to him (Mr. Caton), 
very interesting case. 

Professor Prrrcnarp, in response to Mr. Caton’s 
invitation, said he considered the specimen some- 
what extraordinary, but at the same time he was of 
opinion that it was not a case of long standing 
disease, he thought it probable that the diseased 
condition originated from a very inflamed condition 
of the mucous membrane of the intestine. 

He regretted that he had not had the pleasure of 
hearing Mr. Broad’s essay read, but as regarded the 
question of a horse’s rolling producing twist of the 
intestine, his experience was that such movements 
on the part of the horse increased the chances of 
displacement of its intestine. He would remind them 
that they had nearly ninety feet of intestine to deal 
with in a very small space, but supposing for a 
moment that there was no risk attendant on rolling, 
what possible good could result from allowing a 
horse with colic to rojl and tumble about into almost 
every imaginable position. As to the administration 
_of purgatives—he looked upon oil as a most irrita- 
| ting agent, and the only purgative he would use 
for the horse was Aloes. He had known scores of 
| cases of impaction where within thirty-six or forty- 





his patients to assume what position they pleased. | eight hours as much as twenty-four drachms of Aloes 
Tor three or four years past he had used Eserine hy- | had been administered, and the patients had sub- 
podermieally in two-grain doses in cases of abnominal | sequently recovered without anything like excessive 
disorder, but recently he had combined with that | purgation taking place. This statement probably 
dose two grains of Pilo-carpine. He once gave a|sounded somewhat extravagant, but it was easily 
horse of his own, which had impaction of the bowels, | explained—for they knew very well if Alocs was 
three grains of Eserine hypodermically, and it an- | given and did not act as a purgative, it acted as a 
swered well, for in the first hour there were about | diuretic and left the system through the kidneys, so 
twenty-four evacuations. There was no doubt it| they were able to give dose after dose simply to 
was a drug worth a very extended trial by the pro- | keep up the action of the first dose. Within the last 
fession. There was one caution necessary, and that fortnight he had had some cases where he had given 
was to inform their clients that the administration | from twelve to sixteen drachms of Alves, which had 
would cause a temporary increase of pain, or they | been followed by recovery with scarcely any pur- 
would become needlessly alarmed, he invariably | gation. 

found that if foeces were not passed there would be! He gave sedatives as well—with the first dose of 
a considerable evacuation of wind, which of course 'Aloes some Opium, but he did not repeat the Opium 
relieved the tympany. In conclusion Mr, Samson but for it substituted Chloral Hydrate, for he was 
advocated the use of aloes in colic cases. of opinion that Opium tended to produce a paralysed 


Mr. Caton, after insisting that wind-suckers | condition of the muscular coat of the intestine. It 
swallowed air, mentioned two cases of recovery from | was necessary to allay the pain as much as possible 
the effects of the presence of intestinal calculi, the | as it increased the chance of the animal’s recovery, 
calculi having probably shifted their positions into | Reverting again to the subject of twisted jntestine 
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there was no doubt that some other cause than roll- 
ing also produced it, for it occurred in horses that 
had not rolled, it was a puzzle to him how such a 
condition arose in these cases. 

Mr. Wrace was of opinion that twists were pro- 
duced by the spasmodic contraction of the muscular 
coat of a portion of the intestine—in all cases of 
abdominal pain he invariably administered a dose 
of physic. He would strongly recommend to the 
Fellows present the use of Smith’s enema tube in 
cases of impaction, some little manipulative skill 
was necessary to insert it for its full length, but he 
had used it for some time in these cases with most 
pleasing results. 

Mr. Vit1iar could endorse the view that cases of 
torsion of the intestine were more frequent in Lon- 
don than in country horses; he thought this arose 
from the animals slipping about on the town pave- 
ments, this idea occurred to him all the more 
forcibly because he had noticed that “twisted gut ” 
was usually found in horses that had very recently 
been hard at work. 

In answer to an inquiry, Mr. Samson said he gave 
Aloes as well as Eserine, but that the subsequent 
action of the two drugs was quite distinct; the 
Eserine acted quickly, and the Aloes not until some 
time afterwards. 

Mr. Hurnpatt explained that he relied on Eserine 
and did not give Aloes, but he had noticed that in a 
ease where a six-drachm ball had been given pre- 
viously to his being called upon to attend the 
animal, the Eserine had acted very quickly, whereas 
the action of the Aloes was not observed until 
twelve or fourteen hours after. 

Mr. Huntine did not consider Professor Pritch- 
ard’s argument as to rolling producing a twisted 
condition of the intestine conclusive. They could 
not get over the fact that horses which had been so 
secured that they never rolled from the commence- 
ment of their pain until they died, yet died of 
twisted intestine ; how small intestine twists could 
be effected by rolling he did not see at all; every- 
thing in the abdomen was in contact, it was not as 
though the intestines lay loose in the bottom of a 
basket. He had had twists which he could not un- 
tie without the use of a knife, and never knew how 
they arose. There was a great deal in this con- 
dition of intestine which was not yet understood, 
but of this all of them were aware—that they might 
have rolling about without twist, and that on the 
other hand twist occurred in horses when the possi- 
bility of their ever rolling had been prevented. 

Mr. Herkon pointed out the great rapidity with 
which twist of the intestines caused death in some 
cases. On post mortem examination he had found in 
cases of severe twist an extensive amount of effusion 
thrown out; in some the effusion had been so extra- 
ordinary as almost to prevent the passage of food, 
and this condition had been known to have taken 
place in something under four hours. In conclusion 
he strongly advocated exploration of the Rectum in 
all cases of abdominal pain, and he exhibited an 
electric lamp which he considered very useful for 
this purpose. 

The Presipent then proceeded to answer the 





various gentlemen who had taken part in the dis- 
cussion. He said I have been intensely interested 
in listening tothe remarks made. Mr. Jones and 
others have strongly endorsed the opinion that 
‘“‘ windsuckers ” inflated their stomach with air, and 
I am asked to explain the rapid distention follow- 
ing the act if it is not due to atmospheric air. I 
consider I may in return ask for an explanation of 
the exact mechanism of the act if it be thought that 
air is forced down the esophagus. I will not go so 
far as Mr. Hurndall who spoke of the possibility of 
gaseous material being eliminated from the mucous 
membrane of the stomach, but the same gentleman’s 
argument that the tympany is simply due to evolu- 
tion of gas from the ingesta is feasible; and as Mr. 
Mulvey pertinently remarked it is but a small pro- 
portion of windsuckers that become appreciably 
distended. 

Mr. Caton states that he has had negative results 
after administration of Eserine, and though Mr. 
Hurndall ascribes this to the drug being adminis- 
tered hypodermically and not by the intravenous 
method, it appears from the article on the subject by 
Messrs. Smith and Rutherford that when subcutane- 
ously given abundant action usually resulted in 
short periods, such as seventeen, twenty-five, and 
forty minutes. Doubtless Mr. Hurndall’s plan of 
injecting it into the jugular is more rapid in effect. 

Mr, Mulvey argues against the use of opium, but 
I cannot agree with him. I advised repeated doses 
of four drachms of the tincture, but I as frequently 
give ounce doses, Iam convinced that it lulls pain and 
ain also confident that during the inflamed condition 
of the bowels it will not induce constipation, That 
sulphate of magnesia in small doses acts merely on 
the kidneys is, I think, open to question, I believe 
that in doses of three or four ounces it increases intes- 
tinal secretions, and this assists the passage of foeces. 
In answer to Mr. Samson, I would say that I 
consider the Trochar a valuable instrument in cases 
of Tympany, and I shall not hesitate to make more 
frequent use of it as opportunity offers; the many 
successful instances of its employment which have 
been recorded are strong arguments in its favour. 

Professor Pritchard asks what good reason can be 
given for allowing a horse to lie Gown and roll? I 
would give a horse his liberty that he might assume 
the position which gave him the most relief, pro- 
vided there was sufficient room and a soft bed. On 
the question of the cause of twists Mr. Shaw gave 
us some valuable data, he quoted twenty-six cases of 
Volvulus from the records of one large establish- 
ment, and in neither of these instances had the horse 
been allowed to lie down and roll. Mr. Hunting 
also drew our attention to the point I noted, when 
he says that the bowels do not hang free in a cavity, 
but are tightly compressed in the abdomen not 
having the room to roll one over the other from the 
animals movements, as some appear to imagine they 
do. One speaker has said if rolling is not the cause 
of twist what can be? My opinion is that the cause 
is exaggerated muscular action. I agree with Mr. 
Shaw that operative surgery should be tried in some 
cases, but as he says it is not from private prac- 
titioners that the first attempts should be expected. 
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Professor Prircuarp proposed and Mr. Samson 
seconded, a vote of thanks to the President for his 
interesting essay. Mr. ViLuar proposed, Mr. Roors 
seconded, a vote of thanks to Messrs. Rogerson, 
Overed, and Caton, for the morbid specimens which 
they had exhibited ; both motions were unanimously 
carried. 

It was announced that at the Society’s meeting on 
April 4th, Mr. William Hunting would read a paper 
on “The teaching and examining of Candidates for 
the Diploma.” 

Stpney Vixiar, Hon. Sec. 








ELECTION ADDRESSES. 


To the Fellows and Members of the R.C.V.S. 
GENTLEMEN, 

As the term for which I was elected one of your 
representatives on the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons expires in May next, I beg 
to offer myself for re-election. 

The facilities afforded to members of the profes- 
sion for watching the work of individual members 
of the Council have increased since you did me the 
Lonour of electing me, as a Practitioners’ represen- 
tative, four years ago. We now have a weekly and 
a quarterly journal in addition to the two monthlies ; 
and the publication of the attendances of each mem- 
ber of Council, both at Council and Committee 
Meetings, enables you to judge whether or not I am 
entitled to a renewal of your support. 

Although the profession is enlightened as to the 
proceedings of the Quarterly Council Meetings, I am 
in favour of publishing a more detailed account of 
all that takes place in the Council Chamber. Iam 
further of opinion that the report of Committee 
Meetings (where the real work of the Council is 
carried on, about which the Members of the Pro- 
fession hear nothing) should be published. 

It may be in your recollection that at the time I 
was elected to the Council, the principal topic before 
the Profession was the IXth Clause of the Veterin- 
ary Surgeons’ Act. I was, and still am, opposed to 
its operation, believing, as'I said in the address 
which I issued to the Profession in 1884, that it was 
an injustice to deprive members of the rights con- 
ferred by the original Charter: I endeavoured by 
every means in my power to obtain the repeal of 
this Clause ; the result isa matter of history. Coun- 
sel decided that this could not be done without a 
new Charter being obtained, but as there was some 
doubt as to one being granted if applied for, owing 
to the fact that the Clause had only just come into 
operation, aud that it had undergone no test. the 
majority of the Council were in favour of allowing 
the question to rest for the present. 

During the last few years much useful work has 
been done, the Bye-laws and rules for the examin- 
ation of the Students have been revised, and many 
alterations made, for one or two of which I claim 
some credit. I proposed the new Bye-law that no 
examiner should examine on more than one su')ject. 





Under the old rules an examiner could and did ex- 
amine on several, which to me seemed an anomaly, 
and I am convinced was rightly abolished. I also 
proposed that there should be two examiners at each 
table, which also was carried. 

The subject of Registration has been vigorously 
proceeded with for some time past ; the Committee, 
of which I am a member, now meets every month to 
consider offences against the Veterinary Surgeons’ 
Act. A great number of cases have been considered 
and dealt with—almost always successfully. Several 
prosecutions have been instituted, and convictions 
obtained, a large proportion of the cases I have my- 
self brought forward. 

The dual appointment of Member of Council and 
Examiner is, in my opinion, wrong in principle. It 
amouuts to this, that the examiners virtually elect 
themselves, and are their own judges. Should you 
again elect me one of your representatives I shall 
support any measure that may be brought forward 
to do away with this anomaly. 

Again, I am of opinion that there is too great a 
preponderance of the School element on the Council. 
It is without doubt desirable that the schools should 
be represented, but I would advocate that the Prin- 
cipal of each school should be ex-officio a member 
of the Council. 

As a Practitioner who has interested himself for 
years in the various problems of the Veterinary 
Profession, and as a member of Council who has de- 
voted much time to the business of the body corpor- 
ate, with a view to its progress and improvement, 
I solicit your assistance and support in furthering 
my re-election. 

I am, yours faithfully, 
W. J. Mutvey. 


27 Walpole St., Sloane Square, 8. W. 








To the Fellows and Members R.C.V.S. 


GENTLEMEN, 

The Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Association 
having for the second time honoured me with a 
nomination as their candidate at the approaching 
election of members of the Council of the Royal 
College of ,Veterinary Surgeons, I desire to lay 
before you my views on the questions of professional 
politics and economy, which, are most likely to 
occupy the attention of the Council in the immediate 
future, 

In the capacity of representative of this large and 
important association of veterinary practitioners, I 
come before you pledged to give my earnest support 
to all measures which tend to elevate the profession 
generally, and prove of tangible benefit to the ve- 
terinary practitioner individually. 

I am prepared to support a motion for the making 
of a bye-law, rendering membership of the Council 
a disqualification for a seat on the Court of examin- 
ers. I do not take this view of the question from 
any impression that the present examiners, who are 
members of the Council, are deficient in any of the 
qualifications necessary for the oflice, but from a 
conviction that the holding of a remunerated and 
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responsible office under the Council of which they 
are individually administrative members, is radi- 
cally wrong in principle, and in practice cannot but 
be adverse to the best interests of the body-cor- 
porate. 

I am also prepared to support a measure, render- 
ing a period of pupilage with a veterinary surgeon 
compulsory upon every student before he is eligible 
to present himself for the final examination. The 
reasons in favour of such a measure are so obvious, 
and have been so often discussed that their re- 
iteration here would be superfluous. 

I am of opinion that the matriculation examina- 
tion of the students at the several teaching schools, 
should be conducted in every instance by the same 
body of examiners, so as to ensure that an equal 
standard of proficiency is attained in each instance 
before the admission of a student to his professional 
course. 

I believe it advisable that each teaching school 
should be represented on the Council, but that more 
than one member from each school should have a voice 
in our professional parliament is not necessary. The 
presence of any teacher on the Council Board is de- 
cided by the votes given in his favour by the mem- 
bers of the profession at the annual election, no 
school is represented by virtue of any clause in the 
Charters of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons. The settlement of this question is therefore 
in the hands of the veterinary practitioner. 

As I stated in my previous address, I think that 
a vigilant watch should be kept by the parliamen- 
tary committee of our Council upon the proceedings 
in our Imperial Parliament on subjects affecting our 
profession, such as Sanitary Legislation, the Inspec- 
tion of Meat, the carrying out of the Milk Shops 
and Dairies Order, and the Contagious Diseases 
(Animals) Act, so as to be ready as opportunity 
offers, to represent in the proper quarter and by the 
proper channel, the necessity of the recognition of 
the value of the veterinarian in the efficient ad- 
ministration of these laws. 

In conclusion I may add, that in the event of my 
being returned to the Council, a strict adherence to 
the above principles may be relied upon, and upon 
their justice and prudence, 1 base my appeal for the 
support of your vote and influence at the coming 
election. 

I am, Yours faithfully, 
Geo. W. Carrer. 
Keighley, March 26th, 1889. 


GOVERNMENT VETY. DEPARTMENT. 
CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN ANIMALS. 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland during the 
week ended March 16th, 1889, 








Pleuro-pneumonia.—There were 8 outbreaks of 
this disease reported in the week, 6 of them in the 
counties of Lancaster, Middlesex, Norfolk, Surrey, 
and Sussex (Hast) in England ; the other two were 





in Edinburgh, in Scotland. The number of cattle 
attacked was 27, of which 23 were in England, and 
4 in Scotland : in addition to these diseased cattle, 
136 healthy ones which had been exposed to infec- 
tion were slaughtered. In Ireland 4 fresh outbreaks 
were reported in the North and South Dublin Unions, 
10 cattle were attacked, and 48 healthy slaughtered 
because they had been exposed to infection. 

Anthrax.—There was no fresh outbreak of this 
disease in England during the week, and only 1 in 
Scotland, in Kirkeudbrightshire, in which 8 animals 
were attacked. In Ireland 1 outbreak occurred in 
which 1 animal was attacked and died, in county 
Cork. 

Swine-Fever.—This disease still decreases, only 
64 fresh outbreaks were reported all, except 1 in 
Edinburgh. being in England; 429 swine were at- 
tacked, 191 diseased swine were killed, 174 died, 
21 recovered, and 352 remained alive when the re- 
turn was made up. 

In Ireland there were 3 outbreaks, in Wicklow, 
and Sligo, in which 4 pigs were attacked. 

Glanders and Farey.—In England 11 outbreaks 
of glanders were reported, 10 in the Metropolis, and 
1 in East Sussex; 22 horses were attacked with this 
malady, 19 of which were in the Metropolis, 1 in 
Lincoln (Kesteven), 1 in East Sussex, and 1 in 
Lanarkshire, in Scotland. 

The number of outbreaks of farcy reported was 
13, all of them in England, 10 in the Metropolis, 
the other 3 in the counties of Essex, Lancaster, and 
Middlesex. No cases of either glanders or farcy 
were reported in Ireland during the week. 

Rabies.—In England 4 cases of this disease were 
reported, 2 in dogs, in Middlesex and Notts, and 2 
cases in sheep in York (W.R.). This disease is 
much more prevalent in Ireland where 9 cases were 
reported in the week, 8 of these were in dogs, in 
the counties of Armagh, Cork, Dublin, and Galway ; 
the other case occurred in Cavan, where 1 head of 
cattle was affected. 








An Outbreak of Splenie Fever. 

Dr. Fielden, the medical officer, gives the follow- 
ing interesting particulars in his annual report to 
the Local Board:—In February an outbreak of 
splenic fever occurred amongst the cattle at Haw- 
thorn Farm, where a considerable supply of milk 
was daily forwarded to the village. In animals 
attacked with the ‘disease the secretion of milk is 
arrested, so I do not think it necessary to stop the 
sale of it; and in this view I was supported by the 
Medical Officer of Health, of Newcastle. Con- 
siderable apprehension, however, was felt by the 
villagers, and Mrs. Robson, the occupier of the farm, 
ceased to vend the milk. Several interesting 
points in connection with this outbreak are de- 
serving of record. The first animal attacked—a 
fat bullock—was fed, and appeared to be in good 
health. It was shortly afterwards found in such a 
strange condition that a butcher was_hastily sum- 
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moned, who slaughtered and ‘dressed the animal. 
According to information, the carcase was sold and 
consumed as food. So far as I was able to ascertain, 
no evil results followed. At the time of slaughter 
the spleen was devoured by two dogs, and they, 
assisted by two strong kittens, lapped up a goodly 
quantity of the blood. They never showed the 
slightest sign of illness afterwards ; but the butcher, 
on the eighth day following, noticed two spots on 
his forearm, which developed into malignant pus- 
tules, the man, after being in great jeopardy, even- 
tually recovering from a well-marked attack of 
anthrax. Several animals succumbed to the disease. 


Compensation for Pleuro-pnuemonia 

The transfer of the charge for compensation to 
the National Exchequer is a proposal the expe- 
diency of which we are by no means fully assured of. 
Admitted that certain districts are peculiarly aftlicted 
and are therefore heavily taxed in their attempts to 
secure immunity from a pest whose extirpation 
would greatly benefit the whole community — it 
must also be remembered that the remedial measures 
are largely within local control, and further, that 
the benefit arising from their successful application 
is far in excess of the advantage thus accruing to 
the population at large. As the law now stands, it 
would simply be putting a premium upon preventive 
laxity to transfer the burden of compensation from 
the local rates to the Exchequer: but if the Privy 
Council were strengthened in its powers to enforce 
compulsory slaughter, the case would wear a slightly 
different aspect. Hven then, as the locality would 
derive the greater benefit, it should, we think, be 
called upon to bear the main cost of the remedial 
measures. It would seem to be just that the general 
public should pay pro rata for their share of the ad- 
vantage. ‘The case would, we submit, be fairly met 
by a division of the compensation expenses between 
the National Exchequer and the local rates, after 
careful inquiry into the circumstances of every case. 
But no such grant in aid should be made unless it 
has been proved that the local authority has fully 
complied with the law.—County Gentleman. 


The Slaughter of Horses Fatally Injured: 

With reference to the ‘statement that the Associa- 
tion for the Protection of Horses has made no 
provision for the slaughter of those animals fatally 
injured in the streets, Mr. Frederick J. Copland 
makes a suggestion. It is that one policeman at 
every station should be taught the use of the pole- 
axe, and that it should be made legal to dispense 
with the owner’s consent. Given these two con- 
ditions, coupled with an ordinary amount of dis- 
cretion, and the sad spectacle so often witneased, of 
horses lying in agony for hours, would be prevented. 


Glanders—a Conviction. 

At Worship Street, John Harris, carman and con- 
tractor, of Plough-yard, Shoreditch, was summoned 
for having sent a horse suffering from a contagious 
disease through the public strects, and with not 





having given notice to the police of such animal 
being in his possession. Mr. Roberts prosecuted 
for the Board of Works, and said the defendant had 
rendered himself liable to a penalty of £40. The 
evidence showed that the defendant sent'a horse 
suffering from glanders from his stables in Shore- 
ditch to the slaughter yard of Messrs. Barber and 
Co., Blackfriars, the horse being walked through 


the streets at about 8 o’clock in the evening. The © 


defendant was fined £10. 


Central Veterinary Medical Society: 

An Ordinary General Meeting will be held at 
Yirst Avenue Hotel, Holborn, on Thursday, April 
4th, at 7 p.m. 

AGENDA. 

1. Minutes. 

2. Correspondence. 

3. Ballot—Candidate for Fellowship, Mr. F. W. 
Stanley, M.R.C.V.S., London, 

4, Mr. William Hunting’s Paper: “ The Teach- 
ing and Examining of Candidates for the Diploma.” 

Srpney Vinuar, fou See. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, S.W. 

Original articles and reports should be written on one, side 
only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and addresses 
of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 

‘*LARYNGISMUS PARALYTICUS.” 
Sir, 

Confusion appears to me undesirable either in nomen- 
clature or argument, and I think many people share this 
opinion though a Military Veterinary Surgeon is perhaps 
not amongst them. His argument is remarkable and 
amounts to this—Medical Latin and Greek have always 
been the butt of the philological satirist, Babel is still with 
us, therefore we should not be too critical in objection. A 
little more confusion cannot matter much, let us add to it. 
Doubtless your readers are all familiar with the efforts of 
the philological satirist, personally I fear I have not bes- 
towed so much attention on them as I might and am hardly 
prepared to endorse unreservedly the statement of M.V.S., 
and while regretting that he entertains so bad an opinion of 
modern medical nomenclature I hope that if he will extend 
his researches a little beyond Fowler’s Vocabulary he may 
find this branch of literature less black than he paints it. 

It is curious that one who pretends to write only to elicit 
information should think it worth while to misrepresent me 
so flagrantly as to assert that I am not very certain myself 
about the meaning attached to the word laryngismus, in the 
face of the perfectly plain statement in my last letter, viz., 
‘* As to the sense in which laryngismus is applied in medi- 
cal literature there is not the slightest doubt, the proof of 
it is merely a matter of space.” I suppose this is a result 
of the cultivation of ‘‘ constructive criticism,” and I see 
now where the construction (or mis-construction) comes in. 
The phrase ‘‘ A word means thisif it means anything,” is 
an expression of uncertainty only to those who are uncer- 
tain whether words mean‘anything or not: as it seems 
necessary to anticipate every possible quibble and 
‘construction ” let me assure M.V.S. that this is a form of 
scepticism I do not affect. M.V.S. asks me (1) Whether 
I am quite sure that laryngismus does not mean constric- 
tion whether from spasm or paralysis? and (2) for my 
authorities. I have dealt with both of these questions in 
previous letters. Anyone who possesses a fair knowledge 
of medical literature must know that I have correctly stated 
the meaning attached to the word laryngismus, and those 
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who are not aware of the fact may easily become so by 
— an hour or twoina library in the way I suggested, 
if the subject does not interest them sufficiently to repay 
this tronble there is no occasion for me to ask for space for 
a hundred extracts from leading medical works. The final 
and supreme authority for the meaning of a word is es- 
tablished custom, ‘‘ mos est jus norma loquendi” its 
powers are arbitary ‘and irresponsible, changing |the mean- 
ing of words and putting the stamp of legitimacy on many 
of bastard origin, but I do not think it can be charged with 
supporting the practice of calling different things by the 
same name, and though it may be slow in correcting the 
confusion produced by loose terminology, it does effect this 
by degrees. 

M. V. 8. also asks me to give my authorities (why my 
authorities?) for medical writers employing ‘ itis” to ex- 
press inflammation. The object for which he seeks this 
information is not stated, and though no doubt an excellent 
one, which I should be happy to assist, I fear I must decline 
the invitation to ride off from the question under discussion 
on a wholly irrelevant issue. 

Let me state in conclusion that I am loth to further waste 
your readers’ time, and my own, with a tedious discussion on 
this ill-used word. Veterinary nomenclature is not a sub- 
ject with which I am greatly concerned. I thought it worth 
while to point out the barbarism of associating a term to 
which custom has assigned a definite meaning, with another 
of distinct and contradictory significance, but I have not 
the slightest wish to deprive anyone of the ‘enjoyment of 
Babel if he has a taste for it. Yours faithfully, 

R. H. Cuarge. 








Veterinary Medieal Societies—Addresses 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. Donald, F.n.c.v.s., Wigton, Cumberlaud. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, M.R.c.v.s., Penrith, Cumberland 


CaucutTta V.A. 
Pres : Mr. Greenhill, m.z.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith. 


Centra V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. Alfred Broad, F.R.c.v.s., 
8 Finchley-road, St. John’s Wood. | 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sidney Villar, r.x.c.v.s., Harrow-on-the-Hill. 


Eastern Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. E. Kitchin, m.n.c.v.s., Norwich. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. R. 8. Barcham, m.r.c.v.s., 
Paston, nr. Walsham, Norfolk. 


HERTFORDSHIRE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Wilson, m.x.c.v.s., Berkhampstead. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. F. W. Kendall, u.n.¢.v.s., Hitchin. 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. C. Steel, r.n.c.v.s., 190 Clonliffe-road, Dublin. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. MeKenny, .n.c.v.s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


LaNcAsSHIRE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. Faulkner, m.x.c.v.s., Knott Mill, Manchester. 
Hon. Sec : Mr. A. Leather, F.n.c.v.s. 2 Tariff-street, Liverpool 


LincontnsHirE V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. C. Hartiey, M.R.¢.v.s., High-street, Lincoln. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. F. L. Gooch, F.R.c.v.s., 

Stamford, Lincolnshire. 


Miptanp Covuntiss V.A. 
Pres: Mr. Beddard, .n.c.v.s., 
Newcastle-under-Lyne, Stafford. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, F.8.c.v.s., 
Holiday-street Wharf, Birmingham. 


Nationat VET. ASSOCIATION. 
Pres: Professor Pritchard, 5 Regents Park-road, London. 
Sec: Mr. G. A. Banham, r.r.c.v.s., Downing-st., Cambridge. 
Treas. and Chairman of Prov. Com: Mr. F. Wragg, F.R.c.v.s., 
17 Church-lane, Whitechapel. 
Local Sec: Mr. Sidney Villar, m.x.c.v.s., Harrow-on-the-Hill 


NortH or Eneuanp V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Gofton, m.z.c.v.s., 

65 Church-way, North Shields. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. G. R. Dudgeon,m.z.c.v.s., 

Matlock-street, Sunderland. 

Royau Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G. A. Drewe, .nr.c.v.s., Abingdon, Berks. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. Kidd, r.n.c.v.s., Hungerford, Berks. 


Roya Scortisu V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, M.n.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.z.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 
Scortish Metropouitan V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. C. Cunningham, Slateford, nr. Edinburgh. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Rutherford, m.n.c.v.s., 
12 Bread Street, Edinburgh. 
SouTHERN Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Professor W. Pritchard, 
5 Regents-park-road, London, N.W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. A. Hollingham, 
Mantz, Sydenham Rise, London, 8.E. 
West or Scotnanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Robinson, F.R.c.v.s., 
37 West Burn-street, Greenock, N.B. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. James Weir. 
Yorxsuire V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. G. W. Lodge, m.n.c.v.s., Dewsbury. , 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh, m.n.c.v.s. 
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